The high yielding blackgram variety VBN 8 is a cross derivative of VBN 3 x VBG 04-008. Average yield of VBN 8 is 900 kg/ha which is 11.9 and 13.5 percent increased yield over the check varieties VBN 6 (804 kg/ha) and CO 6 (793) respectively. It matures in 65 -70 days. Under irrigated condition, it performed well by recording 988 kg/ha and the yield increases was 15.29 and 22.28 per cent over the check varieties VBN 6 (857 kg/ha) and CO 6 (808 kg/ha) respectively. Under rainfed condition, this variety recorded 871 kg/ha with 23.20 and 25.87 per cent yield increase over the above checks varieties. The special features of this new variety is determinate plant type with synchronized maturity and highly resistant to Mungbean Yellow Mosaic Virus (MYMV) disease, resistant to leaf crinkle and moderately resistant to powdery mildew diseases.
Introduction
Blackgram (Vigna mungo) is one of the most important pulse crop in India. It is a cheap source of dietary protein 20 -25%. Pulses are important to low income countries where the major sources of protein are non-animal products (Benbelhassen, 2005) . In Tamil Nadu, it is cultivated in an area of 3.73 lakh hectares with a production of 3.60 lakh tones and productivity of 645 kg/ha. (Annual report 2016-17 of AICRP on MULLaRP). MYMV is a serious disease in blackgram and it is one of the main factors for decreased yield and production. Based on several studies, it has been confirmed that at least two virus species causing Yellow Mosaic Virus Disease (YMVD) are prevalent in Indian sub continent. One of these species, mungbean yellow mosaic India virus (MYMIV) is commonly occurring in northern part of Indian sub continent while Mungbean Yellow Mosaic Virus (MYMV) is mostly confined to peninsular region of India (Varma and Malathi 2003; Malathi and John 2008) . The losses due to Mungbean Yellow Mosaic Virus Disease (MYMVD) have been observed from 60 to 100 %. Since the virus transmission is attributed by the vector-whitefly (Bemisia tabaci), control of MYMVD based upon limiting the vector population by using insecticides is ineffective under severe whitefly infestations. Further, this is also not an eco friendly approach. The most effective way to prevent the occurrence of this disease is to develop genetically resistant cultivars ( Mahalingam et al., 2018) . Hence, VBN 8 was developed to identify a high yielding new variety with resistant to Mungbean Yellow Mosaic Virus (MYMV) disease. 
Material and Methods

Results and Discussion
The blackgram culture VBG 09 -005 is a cross derivative of VBN 3 x VBG 04-008 and matures in 65-70 days. It is suitable for cultivation in kharif and rabi seasons of Tamil Nadu. The average yield is 900 kg/ha which is 11.9 and 13.5 percent increase over VBN 6 (804 kg/ha) and CO 6 (793 kg/ha) respectively (Table 1. ). Under irrigated condition, it recorded an average yield of 988 kg/ha. The yield increases was 15.3 and 22.3 per cent over the check varieties VBN 6 (857 kg/ha) and CO 6 (808 kg/ha) respectively (Table 2) . Under rainfed condition, the culture VBG09-005 has recorded 871 kg/ha with 23.2 and 25.9 per cent yield increase over the above checks varieties (Table 3) .
In Preliminary row yield trial (PRYT), Preliminary yield trial (PYT) and Advance yield trial (AYT) at NPRC, Vamban the culture VBG 09-005 recorded mean yield of 1095 kg/ha which is 35.4, 27.8, 36.0, 41.4 and 32.6 per cent increase over the checks VBN (Bg) 7 (809 kg/ha), VBN 6 (857 kg/ha) , VBN (Bg) 5 (805 kg/ha), CO 5 (775 kg/ha) and CO 6 (826 kg/ha) respectively over two years of evaluation.
Based on the performance at station trials, the culture was promoted to Multi Location Trial and evaluated in MLT for two seasons (kharif 2011 and rabi 2011-12) . It recorded a mean yield of 831 kg/ha which is 7.0 and 14.8 per cent increased yield over the checks VBN 6 (777 kg/ha) and CO 6 (724 kg/ha) respectively (Table 1. ).
Further, the culture VBG 09-005 was promoted to Adaptive Research Trial (ART). ART was conducted over two years in 2012-14 (kharif and rabi) at 143 locations. It recorded an average yield of 875 kg/ha which is 8.7 (805 kg/ha) and 9.1 (802 kg/ha) per cent increased yield over the checks CO 6 and VBN 6 respectively (Table 1.).
In the On Farm Trials (20 Nos.) conducted at Pudukkottai, Tanjore and Trichy districts, the culture VBG 09-005 recorded an average yield of 1073 kg/ha which is 34.1 and 40.6 per cent increased yield over checks VBN 6 (800 kg/ha) and CO 6 (763 kg/ha) respectively (Table 1. The Blackgram culture VBG 09-005 has protein and arabinose content of 21.9 % and 7.5% respectively. It has bold seeds (4.5g/100 seed) with good battering quality ( Table 9 ).
The key morphological characters to distinguish other varieties during seed production are, Purple colour splash on the petiole and the green colour of ventral suture of immature pod is with dense hairs. The description as per the DUS characters are presented in (Fig.1& 1a) . 
